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where else; especially as it is permitted to the married men to have the so-
ciety of their wives, and as much freedom as is consistent with good order.
These twelve brethren are selected from among men of good character, who
have been in military service, and, by preference, natives of Warwickshire or
Gloucestershire; their private resources must not exceed five pounds a year;
and I suppose this regulation excludes all commissioned officers, whose half-
pay would of course exceed that sum. The brethren receive from the Hospital
an annuity of eighty pounds each, besides their apartments, a garment of fine
blue cloth, with a silver badge, an annual quantity of ale, and a right
at the kitchen fire; so that, considering the class from which they are
[22] taken, few old men find themselves in such rich clover as the brethren
of Leicester's Hospital. Really, bad as Leicester was, I cannot help having
some hopes of his eternal salvation because he imagined such kind things
for these poor people.

The little parlor, which was shown to us, had a portrait of its occupant hang-
ing on the wall; and on a table were two swords crossed. One of them,
perhaps, had been the weapon which he carried in his warfare; and the other,
which I drew half out of the scabbard, had an inscription on the blade,
purporting that it had been taken from the field of Waterloo. We saw none
of the brethren; and I rather think, being made so comfortable and compara-
tively wealthy, they do not like to think themselves objects of charity, and are
shy of being seen about the premises in their quaint, old-fashioned tunics. For,
indeed, they become gentlemen of income, and invested with political rights;
having (if I correctly understood the guide) three votes a-piece, in virtue of
their brotherhood. On the other hand, they are subject to a supervision which
the Master of the Hospital might make very annoying, were he so inclined,
as relates to personal freedom and conduct; but, as they have all their lives
been under military restraint, [23] these matters will not so much trouble
them, if fairly administered; and the guide bore testimony to their being as
contented and happy as old people can well be. I wish I had an opportunity
to look a little into their moral and intellectual state for myself.

We next went into the Chapel, which is the Gothic edifice surmounting
the gateway that stretches half across the street. Here the brethren have to
attend prayers every-day, but go to the Church of Saint Mary's for public
worship on Sundays. The interior of the chapel is very plain, with a picture
of no merit for an altar-piece, and a single old pane of painted glass, repre-
senting the Earl of Leicester, with very much the aspect of his portrait, as I
saw it at the Manchester Exhibition. We ascended the tower of the chapel,
and looked down between its battlements into the street, a hundred feet below
us, and at the base of the archway, with weeds growing far upward on its
sides; and, also, far around us, at the rich and lovely English landscape, with
many a church-spire and noble country-seat, and object[s] of historic interest.
Edge Hill, where Cromwell defeated Charles the First, was in sight, far
off on the horizon, and, much nearer, the house where [24] Cromwell lodged,